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agents disguised themselves as Hindus and even com-
pleted the disguise with a rosary. 'We have become
rotten (gale hue)J exclaimed one old Sikh. Some of
those present said they had decided not to part with
animals which they had had for years. Others, less fond
but more practical, remarked, * We must keep the good
fodder for the good cattle.' Religion and economics
were here in open conflict, a fact that is peculiarly
characteristic of the central Punjab at present. Else-
where, as these pages show,1 there is also conflict; but
where, as in the country along the foot of the hills and
south of the Sutlej, Hinduism is dominant, the conflict
is for the most part waged in secret, and the issue is
still doubtful. In the central Punjab religions are so
mixed, population so congested, and the desire for a
higher standard of living so strong that economic con-
siderations are likely to prevail over religious. In 1927
an inquiry was made in ten villages belonging to
Brahmins, Rajputs, Jats, Sainis, and Labanas, all Hin-
dus, to discover the number of disabled and useless
cattle maintained on religious grounds. It was found
that not a single bullock was kept which was unfit for
work, and that when an animal dropped its yoke, the
earliest opportunity was taken to get rid of it. "The
agent to the butcher', wrote the investigator, *is always at
hand to help in the work of removal/ and he added that
'life without vitality or capacity for work has lost all
significance for the farmer, be he Brahmin or low-caste
Hindu/ The position in regard to the cow is not very
different. Though these ten villages contained over
500, only two were found which had given no milk for
eighteen months and had shown no signs of calving again,
and of the two one was kept by a Muhammadan* It
would almost sepm as if in this area the sanctity of the
cow was in ratio to its milking and breeding capacity.
Inquiry at the only gowshala z in the Gurdaspur district-
in the same year showed that only fourteen animals had

1 See pp. 104 and 133*                        a An almsKouse for cattle.